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The mission of the Minnesota Fathers & Families Network, as a statewide network, is to initiate, promote and support
effective programs and to educate on public policy to enhance the responsible involvement of fathers in the lives of children

families and the community.
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: incarcerated fathers are isolated from their children; too
Dear frlends’ many divorced fathers lack adequate parenting time; too
many working fathers cannot afford child care and health
insurance. Throughout Minnesota, there is a lack of
resources for single fathers, gay fathers, foster fathers, teen
fathers, grandfathers, and all of the social fathers
that could potentially support the development of
healthy children and adolescents.

Since 2002, the Minnesota Fathers & Families Network
has been reaching across boundaries to share the message
that healthy fatherhood leads to healthy children, healthy
families, and a healthier Minnesota.

We have been determined to stay away We believe in the
from labels that narrow our focus or
cloud our views. Healthy, positive
fatherhood is not an issue of one political healthy fathers
ideology, of one geographic region, of
one socio-economic group, or of one
gender. We believe in the simple development.
principle that healthy fathers support

healthy child development.

simple principle that Throughout our history, the Minnesota Fathers &
Families Network has reached out to a broad group
of professionals who are advocating for positive
support healthy child father involvement. In the coming year, we hope to
expand our reach to include more educators, social
service workers, public policy makers, and other
Minnesotans who will advocate for healthy children
by promoting fatherhood.

Increasingly, we believe that many men and women are
placing a higher value on the father’s role as a mentor, a
role model, and a co-parent. We believe that healthy
fatherhood complements healthy motherhood; without

The strength of any movement is in its ability to spread the
message. We hope that you will join us in 2006 and beyond.
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. . .. Sincerely,
regard to family structure, religion, or ethnicity. Y
Clearly, our work is still in its infancy. Too many of r /L,-/L x( oo ‘BL ?GA.Q W\“[—’/
lf\v/[mnesolia s Ehlldrer(li1 a;e raised w;th}(:ut tllle itr;)lng fathfr— R. Clarence Jones A. Paul Masiarchin
igures that they need. Too many fathers lack the socia Board President State Coordinator

supports to learn how to raise their children. Too many
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Professional Development Events

m Minnesota Fatherhood Summit: MFFN hosted its
second annual winter conference in St. Cloud in Jan.
2005. The one-and-a-half day conference featured
keynote presentations by Dr. Mitch Pearlstein from
Center of the American Experiment; Dwaine Simms
from African American Men Project; and Dr. Martha
Erickson from Univ. of Minnesota. 225 attendees from
across Minnesota participated in a dozen workshop
sessions focusing on healthy fatherhood. MFFN held its
third conference in Jan. 2006.

m Sessions on Dads and Early Literacy Development:
Throughout the fall, MFFN collaborated with the Minn.
Humanities Commission, St. Cloud State Univ.,
Southside Community Health Services, and the Minn.
Initiative Foundations to host its fourth annual Fall
Seminar Series. The half day training sessions, with
presentations in seven cities, were attended by 220 early
educators, health professionals, and fatherhood
advocates. As a result of the sessions, over 40
communities developed literacy programs, reaching
nearly 2,000 dads and kids.

m Male Socialization Roundtable: In February, MFFN
hosted the first of two roundtable meetings sponsored by
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Resources & Outreach

m Newsletters and Informational Documents: MFFN mailed
quarterly newsletters to 300 professionals and e-mailed copies
of the documents to another 1,000 individuals across Minne-
sota. Newsletters focused on working with incarcerated fathers,
family law, and fathers in early literacy development.

m Public Policy: MFFN continues to develop a base of support
for healthy fatherhood public policy. MFFN espouses a nonpar-
tisan approach with a focus on coalition building and educa-
tional activities. During 2005, MFFN maintained contact with
numerous elected officials and shared information about the
positive role that fathers play in healthy child development.
During the legislative session, MFFN sent updates and notices
to its members regarding proposed bills and pending legislation
in areas of family law including child support, child custody,
parenting time, and other related issues. MFFN staff joined the
MOAPPP public policy committee in support of teen preg-
nancy prevention and healthy youth development.

m Email Service: MFFN sends monthly fatherhood news up-
dates to nearly 1,500 social service workers, educators, family
service professionals, and fatherhood advocates across the Up-
per Midwest. These mailings contain updates about profes-
sional training events, recent research, and other news affecting
fathers and families in Minnesota.
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the Otto Bremer Foundation. This
day long meeting provided an
opportunity for three dozen
professionals in higher education
to discuss the societal influences
that prepare boys for manhood and
fatherhood.

“The very existence of
MFFN has really
spurred those of us
who always believed in
the importance of
engaging men in the
work we are doing to
promote peace in
families and the

= Roundtable Meeting on
Fathers Transitioning from
Corrections: The second Bremer-
funded roundtable provided an
opportunity for more than 70
fatherhood advocates to focus on
issues of incarceration and healthy

community.” : e
re-entry of fathers into families.

Comments from an MFFN member

working on violence prevention. ® Conference Workshops and

Exhibits: Throughout 2005,

MFFN presented workshops and/
or displayed exhibit booths at a dozen professional conferences
including Minn. Social Services Association (MSSA), Minn.
Organization on Adolescent Pregnancy, Prevention and
Parenting (MOAPPP), the Communities Collaborative Brain
Development Conference in Mahnomen, the Minn. Council on
Family Relations (MCFR), the Association of Guardians Ad
Litem, Prevent Child Abuse Minn., and various others.

2005 m Building the Field of Fatherhood Practitioners m 2005

m Radio Stories: Throughout 2005, the Minnesota News
Connection produced a total of nine radio stories in col-
laboration with MFFN. These stories aired on a com-
bined total of approximately 500 radio stations across
the Upper Midwest; plus, some of the stories received
national coverage. Additionally, MFFN staff and board
members were interviewed locally by radio stations in
the Twin Cities and Greater Minnesota.

m Website: MFFN’s Internet portal,
www.mnfathers.org, was accessed by nearly 17,000
unique visitors (many visited more than one time) who
accessed a combined total of over 200,000 files. Accord-
ing to the director of the fatherhood pages on
About.com, the MFFN site “is one of the best statewide
sites for fathers that I have seen.”

m Minnesota Excellence in Fatherhood Awards: In
January 2005, MFFN recognized five programs and in-
dividuals who are leading the advancement of father-
hood policy and practice. The Award Recipients were:
Visionary: Mary L. Anderson; Individual of the Year:
John Turnipseed; Agency of the Year: Minnesota Hu-
manities Commission, Family Literacy Initiatives; Ad-
vocate of the Year: Louis Hohlfeld; and Member of the
Year: Glen Palm. In January 2006, MFFN again pre-
sented five Excellence in Fatherhood Awards.
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Collaborative Efforts

m Minnesota Festival for Fathers & Families: MFFN
co-chaired the 15th annual celebration of fatherhood in
North Minneapolis in 2005, working in collaboration
with two-dozen sponsoring agencies. Over 700 attendees
participated in the free events including lunch, a T-shirt
for every father, resource tents of family services, an
awards ceremony for healthy fatherhood, pony rides, a
petting zoo, a moon bounce, family photographs, bird-
house construction, a children’s book giveaway, and
much more.

m Statewide Meetings:
MFFN staff met with a wide
range of organizations
throughout the year includ-
ing early childhood educa-
tion advisory councils,
county-based family services
collaboratives, a children’s
mental health advisory coun-
cil, various fatherhood pro-
grams, fatherhood network-
ing groups, Head Start par-
ents groups, and other or-
ganizations.

“Finally, something

difference. We are
very interested in
doing this in our
community!”

Dads and Early Childhood
Literacy workshop attendee
Proctor, Minnesota
Fall 2005
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MFFN Principles

The Minnesota Fathers & Families Network believes in the
following principles:

e Fathers are an essential resource in building healthy
families as a context for
child growth and

development. | really never thought

about how much we tend
to ignore the fathers when
it comes to the children.

e Fathers and mothers
both have primary
responsibility for
supporting, nurturing

and guiding their [One of the presenter’s]
children’s learning and ds f th
development. words from the

conference really stuck
with me: “Expect male
involvement.” This has
changed the way | do my
[work].”

Comment from attendee of Fatherhood
Summit, St. Cloud, Minn., Jan. 2005

e Family education and
support services
systems in Minnesota
should provide equal
opportunities for fathers
and mothers to enhance
and develop their
capacity as responsible
parents.
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that will really make a

m Hennepin County Teen Parent Connection: MFFN is ac-
tive with the Fathers Working Group of the Teen Parent Con-
nection. This group is leading a plan to create a coordinated
system that identifies and serves all fathers of babies born to
teen moms in Hennepin County.

m Children’s Justice Initiative — Alcohol and Other Drug
Project: MFFN assisted a workgroup of professionals from
Minnesota which convened to develop guidelines for father’s
services in relation to chemical health. The workgroup was
supported by the Minn. Supreme Court and National Center for
Substance Abuse and Child Welfare.

m SHAPE: Survey of the Health of All Residents, the Popu-
lation, and the Environment: MFFN participated in the de-
velopment of the 2006 SHAPE survey. Data from the survey is
used to assess the health and disparities that exist in Hennepin
County; the data guides policy and program development.

m Fatherhood Training Video: A filmmaker from Olive
Branch Productions met with MFFN to seek input for a training
video / documentary film for the Spaulding Institute of Michi-
gan. The film, currently in production, will discuss the issue of
how health care workers can help fathers to be more involved
in potential adoption decisions.
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Agencies should work in a
collaborative manner to
identify and address the
needs of men and to
support responsible
fatherhood.

Agencies and practitioners
providing family services
should form respectful
and culturally sensitive
relationships with fathers
and families.

“| always enjoy
networking with
others passionate
about fathers and
families.”

2005 Minn. Fatherhood
Summit attendee, speaking
about the positive energy at

MFFN’s second annual

Fatherhood practitioners
conference

and advocates can
enhance services to
fathers and families through increased opportunities
for collaboration, training and education.
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For children and families to thrive, the whole
community — families and individuals, non-profits,
public systems, policy makers, the private sector
and funders — needs to work in partnership.

MFFN is a nonpartisan membership organization
that works with other organizations to support
fathers and families in Minnesota.




January 1, 2005—December 31,

2005 Financial Report

On Jan. 1, 2005, MFFN began the final step of its transition to fiscal
independence by ending its agreement to maintain the National

Program Fees Membership,
1% Donations,
Interest
6%

Practitioners Network for Fathers and Families as its fiscal agent.
Due to this transition, MFFN’s 2005 financial report (the first as a
fiscally independent organization) shows revenues considerably
larger than its annual expenses. Nearly all revenues for 2005 and
2006 activities appear on this FY 2005 report. The chart to the left
shows percentages based on revenues for 2005 activities.

Revenues

Revenues for Fiscal Year 2005
Grants*
Program Fees
Membership
Donations / Misc. ........cccue...... $1,800
Interest
In-Kind Revenue ................... $12,300

Administration
15%
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Total FY 05 Revenues** .....$200,900

* Includes $99,500 temporarily restricted revenue for 2006 activities.
** Revenues for 2005 activities were $101,400.

Expenses

Expenses for Fiscal Year 2005

Program Program Services................... $73,500

Services Administration....................... $13,600

79% Fundraising...........ccccceeveeverennne $5,600

Fundraising In-Kind Expenses .................. $12,300
6% Total Expenses ...........c........ $105,000
Net Assets™** ... $137,900

*** Includes fund balance from beginning of FY05 and $99,500 of net

2005 Funders

The following donors provided financial support to the Minne-
sota Fathers & Families Network for 2005.

Initiative Foundation, serving
central Minnesota

McKnight Foundation

Northland Foundation

Northwest Minnesota Foundation

Otto Bremer Foundation

Southern Minnesota Initiative

“The information
and research you
presented was so
interesting. | will

definitely focus more  Foundation
on [dads and early Souths%de Community Health
Services

literacy
development] in the
future in my work.
Thank you so

In-Kind Donor
Organizations

The following organizations
supported MFFN’s work in 2005

much...! through donations of in-kind
support.
Dads and Early Childhood
Literacy workshop attendee ~ Bemidji Area Schools

Marshall, Minnesota

Fall 2005 East Side Neighborhood Services

2005 m Building the Field of Fatherhood Practitioners m 2005

Carlton County Child Support Unit

assets restricted for 2006 activities.

2005 = Building the Field of Fatherhood Practitioners m 2005

FATHER Project / Central Minnesota Legal Services

Fatherhood Program of Carlton County

Hennepin County

Initiative Foundation, serving central Minnesota

Mahnomen School District

Minnesota Fathers’ Adoption Registry

Minnesota Humanities Commission

Minnesota Organization on Adolescent Pregnancy,
Prevention and Parenting

National Practitioners Network for Fathers and Families

Northland Foundation

Northwest Minnesota Foundation

Olmsted County

Saint Cloud State University

Saint John’s University

Southern Minnesota Initiative Foundation

Southside Community Health Services

Southwest Minnesota Foundation

West Central Initiative
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MFFN also thanks all of the organizations that enabled
their staff members to
e lead sessions at the 2005 Fatherhood Summit.
e speak at various conferences and training events
throughout 2005.
e join planning committees organized by MFFN.
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2005 Individual Donors and Members

Lujean Adams, Cloquet
Rebecca Ahlstrand, Carlton

J. Rico Alexander, Minneapolis
Rose Allen, Farmington
Horace D. Allen, Prior Lake
Mary L. Anderson, Blaine
Jayne Anderson, St. Peter
Anonymous, Buffalo
Anonymous, Stillwater

Brian Ansberry, St. Cloud
Valerie Arnquist, Elbow Lake
Terry Arntson, Moorhead
Mary Kaye Ashley, Burnsville
Lynne Auten, Minneapolis
Curtis Avent, Minneapolis
Paula Baker, Bemidji

Gene A. Banks, Mora

Keith Bartholomaus, Walker
Helen J. Bassett, St. Paul

Lisa Becker, St. Cloud

Jessica Benning, Little Falls
Frances Benson, Garfield
Michael Bischoff, Minneapolis
Kathryn Bokovoy, St. Cloud
Cindy Boman, Maple Lake
Robbi Bowman, Morris
Richard Boyce, St. Paul

Elvin Braman, Center City
Barbara Brindle, St. Peter
Marcie Brooke, St. Paul

Burl Buhr, Detroit Lakes

Brody Burton, Minneapolis
Norma Campos, East Grand Forks
Ryan Carlson, Minneapolis
Daniel Clark, St. Paul

Brandon Clokey, Duluth

Jon Croom, Montevideo

Peg Cunningham, Morris

Peggy Dauphinais, New York Mills
Freddie L. Davis-English, Plymouth
Biana Deegan, Tower

Terry Defoe, Nett Lake

Dawn DeHoff, Foley

John G. Donovan, Rosemont
Andy Doom, St. Cloud

Retha Dowells, Minneapolis

Eric Dowling, Owatonna

Kelly Duchene, St. Cloud
Barbara Eckberg, Sauk Rapids
Charles P. Ehlen, Sartell

Randy Elkington, Virginia

Jane Ellison, Sauk Rapids

Connie Engblom, St. Paul

Arnie Engelby, Blaine

In memory of Mr. Clarence Erbes
Marti Erickson, Minneapolis
Donald R. Eubanks, St. Paul
Thomas Fairbanks, Cass Lake
Greg Fairrow, Minneapolis
Jimmy Ferguson, Minneapolis

Laura Foss, East Grand Forks
Kirstin Franzen, St. Cloud
Briana Franzmeier, Hopkins
Chuck Fredley, New York Mills
Andrew Freeberg, Minneapolis
Melissa D. Froehle, Minneapolis
Randy Genrich, Minneapolis
Jim Gerlich, Chaska

Mike Geske, Willmar

Jason Giese, Montevideo
DeeAnn Gieseke, St. James
Sharon Gilbert, New York Mills
Kim Gillitzer, St. Cloud

JoAnn Gordon, North St. Paul
Ronald D. Grace, Minneapolis
Aline Grant, New York Mills
Kraig Gratke, Little Falls

Jodi Gravning, Morris

Ryan Gress, Cloquet

Lee Griffin, Moorhead

Kathie Grube, Madison

Bryan Hackbarth, Duluth

Jodi Haehn, Minneapolis

Grace Hall, Cloquet

Lorie Hansen, Morris

Jon Harper, Crystal

Dave Harrison, Preston

Jim Haugen, Alexandria

Janel Haugrud, New York Mills
Jan Hayne, St. Paul

Al Budde, Center City

Paul Lahr, St. Cloud

Patrice Langenbrunner

Tim Lanz, St. Paul

Juanita Lauritsen, Marshall
Karen Lenius, Detroit Lakes
Marilyn Leraas, Elbow Lake
Ann Lindstrom, St. Paul

Tim Lloyd, Minneapolis
Sharon Lobdell, Montevideo
Jody Loher, Morris

Barbara Ludvigson, Madison
Joyce Lussier, Bemidji

Julie Lyytinen

Matt Majeski, Waterloo
Mark Mann, Brooklyn Park
Barb Martin, Detroit Lakes
Nina Mata, Minneapolis
Denis McGuinnes, Sauk Rapids
Diane McKee, Browns Valley
Beth A. Mediger, St. Paul
Aaron Milgrom, Minneapolis
Pat Miller, New York Mills
Hazel Miller, Browns Valley
Louise Minogue

Judy Moen

Dena Moody, Pequot Lakes
Melisa Morales, Willmar
Patrick Morley, St. Paul

Teri Morrison, Nett Lake
Mary Mount, Minneapolis
Joanne Mulbah, Cass Lake
Mary Mulder, Marshall
Terryann Nash, St. Paul
Bryan G. Nelson, Minneapolis
Phil Nelson, St. Cloud

Don Nikkola, Minneapolis

Cori Brown, New York Mills
Sam Brown, Grand Forks
Rebecca Brown-Medvec, St. Cloud

Joe Fick, St. Paul

Mary Lou Feroni, Virginia

Tom Fitzpatrick, St. Paul
Bonnie Ford, Minneapolis

Vicky Helland, Austin

Darlene Hendrickson, Brainerd

Donna Henning, Willmar
Deb Henry, Elbow Lake
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Nancy Norbie, Willmar

Steve Norbie, Willmar

Molly Oberweiser, St. Paul
Jeff Olson, Minneapolis
Molly Olson, Roseville
Theresa Olson, West St. Paul
Stephen L. Onell, Vadnais
Heights

Laura Ostlie, Cosmos

Alison Otte, Rochester

Glen Palm, St. Cloud

Carl Palmquist, Minneapolis
Marcie Parker, Golden Valley
Dana Patsie, New York Mills
Lois Paulson, St. Cloud
Vicky Pavlacky, Walker
Mitchell Pearlstein, Minneapolis
Kim Pederson, West St. Paul
Kirk Penro

Walter Perkins, Minneapolis
Laura J. Perry, Hibbing
David E. Perry, Grand Rapids
Terry Peterson, West St. Paul
Velura Peterson, Virginia
Knute Peterson, Onamia
Greg Poehling, St. Paul

Jeff Pollreis, St. Cloud

Judy Posch

Marlene Poukka, Onamia
Aileen Raddatz, Morris

Nate Rauschendorfer, St. Paul
Darlene Reiter, Fergus Falls
Suzie Rice, St. Cloud

Anne Rieke, Minneapolis
Phillip B. Riley, Austin

Amy Riley, Austin

Albert Roehm, Mankato

Juan Rojas, Minneapolis

Mary Rolf, Elbow Lake

Perry Rollings, St. Cloud

Juan R.C. Rosas, Minneapolis
Ruth Ann Rose, St. Paul

Tina Rosenkranz, Wheaton
Jennifer Roy, Walker

June Rueter, St. Cloud

Linda Saan, Alexandria

Paula Sanan, St. Paul

Don Schmitz, St. Paul

Thomas A. Schnabel, Waite Park
Jerry Schroeden, St. Cloud
Dennis Schwecke, Little Canada
Marilyn Seifert, Buffalo

Karen Seviour, New York Mills
Pat Sharbonda, Brainerd

Brian Sietsema, Worthington
Samuel Simmons, Minneapolis
Dwaine R. Simms, Minneapolis
Cindy Slivnik, Milaca

John A. Smith, Indianapolis
V.J. Smith, Minneapolis

Gerard Sordelet, Cloquet
Enrique Soto, St. James

Ronny Spann, Minneapolis

Joe Spencer, St. Paul

Paulette Stanislowski, New York
Mills

John E. Stark, Duluth

Sue Stoterau, St. Paul

Diane Strobel, Morris

Linda Stromgren, West St. Paul
Mary Suter, Minneapolis

Rae Sylvester

Bill Thompson, Duluth

Vicki Thrasher Cronin, St. Paul

Feron Jim Thunder Hawk, Minneapolis
Zachary Tift, St. Paul

J. Neil Tift, Stillwater

John Titcomb, New York Mills

Glenn Tobey, Cloquet

Judi Tollefson, St. Cloud

Minnell Tralle, Andover

Laura Turner, St. Paul

“This was the
best workshop
I’'ve attended in

a long time.”

Dads and Early
Childhood Literacy
workshop attendee

Northfield, Minnesota

Fall 2005

Rene Wright, Cass Lake
Heather Wrucke, Willmar

Katie Zack

John Zajac, Audubon
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Jayson Hillman, Austin

Gloria Hines, Park Rapids
Louis Hohlfeld, Minneapolis
Terry Hollingsworth, Burnsville
Laura Holzworth, New York Mills
Heidi Huotari, New York Mills
Leslie Hypolite, Minneapolis
Vicente Inmagua, Minneapolis
Sandy Isaackson, Marshall
Chris Isaakson, Cloquet

Jamil Jabr, St. Paul

Thomas B. James, Cokato
Michael Jerpbak, St. Paul

Julie Johanson

Judy Johnson, Ashby

Kris Johnson, St. Paul

A.Z. Jones, St. Paul

Robert Clarence Jones, Minneapolis
Julie Jones, Callaway

Sherman Jones, East Grand Forks
Rebecca Jonke, Lakeland

Todd Jourdain, Minneapolis
Kim Junkermeier, Lake Lillian
Gar E. Kellom, Collegeville

Joe Kelly, Duluth

Jay Kieft, Willmar

Timothy C. Kinley, Edina

Lori Kinny, St. Paul

Donna Kleeberger, Rochester
Nathan Knutson, Moose Lake
Joe Koman, Baxter

Denise Koring, Pine River

Deb Kreger, St. Paul

Shannon Krikava, Cloquet
Loretta Kruger, Browns Valley
Kristi Krusemark, Morris

John Turnipseed, Min-
neapolis

Robert Velez, Minnea-
polis

Doua Vue, Minneapolis
Jeff Waehner-Larson,
Crystal

Terrie Wagner, St.
Cloud

Nancy Walker, Mar-
shall

Katie Wasness, St.
Cloud

Carol Weiner

David Weiss, Stillwater
Tina Welsh, Duluth
Francis Wind, Cass
Lake

Pam Woitalla, Foley
Deb Wright, Duluth
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