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Terri Allen, Face to Face Health and
Counseling Service, St. Paul

Mary Anderson, Fatherhood
Advocate, Perham

Molly Mulcahy Crawford, Minn.
Dept. of Human Services,
St. Paul

Karla Drown, Lincoln, Lyon, and
Murray Human Services,
Marshall

Don Eubanks, Minn. Dept. of Human
Services, St. Paul

DeeAnn Gieseke, Watonwan Co.
Early Childhood Collaborative,
St. James

Jan Hayne, Dads Make a Difference,
St. Paul

Michael Jerpbak, Crossroads
College, Rochester

Lowell Johnson, Brainerd Lakes
Early Childhood Coalition,
Brainerd

Gar Kellom, Center for Men’s
Leadership & Service, St. John’s
University, Collegeville

Joe Kelly, TheDadMan.com,
St. Paul

Brad Kramer, Southwest Initiative
Foundation, Hutchinson

Lori Lofrano, Minn. Department of Corrections,
St. Cloud

Ellie McCann, University of Minnesota
Extension, Moorhead

Sam Simmons, Samuel Simmons Consulting,
Minneapolis

Dwaine Simms, Twin Cities RISE!,
Minneapolis

John Stark, St. Louis County Child Support,
Duluth

Brian Thorbjornsen, Fond du Lac Social
Services, Cloquet

Staff

Melissa Froehle, Policy and Program
Director, St. Paul

Paul Masiarchin, Executive Director,
St. Paul
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Dear friends,

Since 2003, the Minnesota Fathers &
Families Network has been building
the field of fatherhood in Minnesota.
We strengthen the vitality and
connections of professionals working
with fathers and families through
training events, resource documents,
networking activities, and public policy
education.

2008 was an incredible year for MFFN.
We hired our second full-time staff;
hosted our fifth annual winter
conference; trained over 2,200
professionals across Minnesota; and
grew our membership to over 400
individuals.

But the numbers and statistics fall
short of telling the full story.

Our biggest accomplishments in 2008
were the personal stories and “aha
moments” when a child welfare worker
saw fathers for the first time, when a

so few teen fathers, when a policy
maker questioned how legislation will
impact nonresidential fathers, and
when a judge asked whether a creative
decision could improve a child’s
wellbeing while maintaining a strong
relationship with both parents.

These are the mind-changing moments
that make our work so valuable. These
are the systems-changing moments
that bring fathers to the forefront of
family life. These are the stories that
help us remember that fathers are vital
assets for their children, their families,
and their communities.

Together, we are building an
environment that nurtures all of
Minnesota’s children. We hope you will
join us in 2009 and beyond!

Sincerely,
Py
L £

Joe Kelly
Board President

AR RS

A. Paul Masiarchin

Executive Director
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Minnesota Fatherhood Summit
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Professional Development » Growing the Field

m Minnesota Fatherhood Summit:
MFFN hosted its fifth annual winter
conference in St. Cloud in Jan. 2008. The
two-day conference featured keynote
presentations by Senator Tarryl Clark,
Minnesota Senate; Dr. Glen Palm, St.
Cloud State University; Jacquelyn
Boggess, Center for Family Policy and
Practice; and Bill Taverner, American
Journal of Sexuality Education. Over 200
attendees participated in over a dozen
sessions on healthy fatherhood. MFFN
held its sixth conference in Jan. 2009.

m Fathers and Children’s Mental
Health: Throughout the fall, MFFN
collaborated with Prevent Child Abuse
Minnesota, St. Cloud State University,
Children’s Trust Fund, and the Minn.
Initiative Foundations to host its seventh
annual Fall Fatherhood Seminar Series.
Sessions covered topics of healthy socio-
emotional development, fathers’ impact
on child development, the protective
factors, male socialization, and resources
for professionals working with fathers
and families. The 5-hour training

sessions, with presentations in eight
cities, were attended by nearly 350
non-profit employees, county workers,
and fatherhood advocates.

m Conference Workshops and
Exhibits: Throughout 2008, MFFN
presented workshops and/or displayed
exhibit booths at twenty professional
conferences including a national child
support conference; Minn. Org. on
Adolescent Pregnancy, Prevention and
Parenting (MOAPPP); Prevent Child
Abuse Minn.; the Minn. association
for prison and jail staff; the national
Head Start association; the state’s
child support association; and others.

m Professional Development
Training: In 2008, MFFN staff led
training sessions and focus groups to
help specific agencies improve or
expand services for fathers. Among
these groups were a father-service
collaborative, a Head Start agency, a
network of housing providers, and a
young parent support program.
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Professional Development »

u Fathers to the Forefront: With support from
the McKnight Foundation, MFFN convened two
meetings of professionals involved in disparate
efforts to improve fatherhood services across
Minnesota. The Fathers to the Forefront
meetings have enabled the 100 participants to
find ways to collaborate with services, improve
referrals, and develop common visions about
healthy fatherhood.

m Minnesota Excellence in Fatherhood
Awards: In January 2008, MFFN recognized
five programs and individuals who are leading
the advancement of fatherhood policy and
practice. The Award Recipients were: Program of
the Year: Parenting Time Program of
Perspectives, Inc., St. Louis Park; Advocate of
the Year: Tammy Swanson; Swanson, Drobnick
& Torsey; Woodbury ; Individual of the Year:
Deb Wright, HOWA Family Center, Walker /
Akeley; Policymaker of the Year: Wayland
Campbell, Minn. Dept. of Human Services, St.
Paul; Member of the Year: Rebecca Ahlstrand,
Carlton County, Cloquet. In January 2009,
MFFN presented three more Excellence in
Fatherhood Awards.
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Growing the Field

MFFN works with fatherhood
professionals and advocates in
nearly all circumstances.
Listed here are a few examples
of MFFN’s direct involvement
with Minnesota’s fathers:

m Minnesota Festival for
Fathers & Families: MFFN
co-chaired the 18th annual
celebration of fatherhood in
North Minneapolis in 2008,
working in collaboration with
two-dozen sponsoring
agencies. 1,100 attendees
participated in the free events.

m Resource Referrals:
MFFN receives hundreds of
email and telephone contacts
annually from fathers and
families seeking support.
MFFN uses its online
“Fathers’ Services Directory”
to identify appropriate
referrals for men’s services.

Training a new generation of
fatherhood advocates

“It was exciting to be in a room where there
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Resources & Outreach « Healthy Messages

u Newsletters: MFFN mailed
quarterly newsletters to 700 pro-
fessionals and e-mailed copies to
another 1,600 individuals across
Minnesota. Newsletters focused
on current research about father
involvement, decisions at the
Minn. Supreme Court and Minn.
Legislature, winners of the Excel-
lence in Fatherhood awards, and
other topical information.

m InfoSheets: Throughout 2008,
MFFN published 3 educational
handouts on the following topics:
Lessons from Responsible Father-
hood Initiatives, Strategies for
Child Protection Workers to En-
gage Fathers, and Details about
Unmarried Father Involvement.

m Top 5 Legal Issues: MFFN
staff revised this 4-page docu-
ment. It provides key information
for professionals working with
unmarried fathers. MFFN distrib-
uted over 2,000 copies statewide.

u The Daddy Book: In late 2008, MFFN
reprinted copies of The Daddy Book, a
workbook for new fathers. The 80-page pub-
lication serves as a month-by-month guide
to encourage father involvement in his in-
fant’s first year. Copies of The Daddy Book
are available through MFFN.

u Website and Email Service: MFFN’s
Internet portal, www.mnfathers.org, was
accessed by over 35,000 unique visitors in
2008. MFFN sends monthly fatherhood
news updates to 1,800 social service work-
ers, educators, family service professionals,
and fatherhood advocates. Mailings contain
updates about professional training, recent
research, and news affecting fathers and
families in Minnesota.

m Fatherhood News Stories and Educa-
tional Articles: In 2008, MFFN worked
with other organizations and media outlets
to publish articles about family law,
healthy father involvement, and child wel-
fare. The stories ran in professional publi-
cations and local newspapers with distribu-
tion across the state of Minnesota.
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Systems Change = Policy and Education

u Public Policy Education: In 2008, u Public Policy Agenda: In the fall
MFFN educated fatherhood of 2008, MFFN staff surveyed
professionals and public policy stakeholders and conducted focus
decision makers about the importance groups as a means to inform the

of healthy fatherhood for the benefit of development of a Public Policy
families, children, and communities. Agenda. The 2009 agenda is available
MFFN hosted three educational online at www.mnfathers.org.
sessions where policy makers updated
family service professionals about
changes in family policies. Staff
published articles about recent policy
changes, legislative updates, and
court decisions affecting families.

MFFN sessions lead to better
services and new policies for
never-married parents

In spring 2008, MFFN s
u Child Abuse Prevention: In 2008, the 2007 Fall Fath
MFFN increased its focus on fathers
as assets to prevent child
maltreatment and to improve early
child development. The nationally
recognized Protective Factors are a 59% indicated that they hav lemented or
m A Voice for Father-Friendly key resource to inform this effort. plan to implement a nev y, strategy or
Policies: MFFN staff participated on program based on what they learned.

ith never-married parent

various statewide committees
sponsored by the judiciary and
government agencies. Among other

u Child Protection and Unmarried
Fathers: MFFN staff participated on
a work group which aims to define the

time-sensitive deadlines faced by
unmarried fathers in relation to
adoption, permanency planning, and
paternity establishment. The group
also plans to identify opportunities to
improve accuracy of birth certificate
data for fathers of children born to
unmarried mothers.

topics, these committees addressed
issues of joint physical custody, child
welfare, child mortality, and co-
parenting. Committee
recommendations are being utilized
by state courts, agencies, and
legislative policy makers as they work
to craft new policies and legislation.
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Financial Report Memberships,
January 1—December 31, 2008 (DR,
Interest
5%

Program Fees
10%

Revenues

ues for Fiscal Year 2008
$140,164

Government
3%

Expenses

Administration
9%

Program Services
88%

Net Income FY 08

Fundraising
3%
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2008 Donors

Bush Foundation

Grotto Foundation

Initiative Foundation, serving central
Minnesota

International Dairy Queen

McKnight Foundation

Minnesota Department of Human
Services, Children's Trust Fund

Minnesota State Bar Foundation

Northland Foundation

Northwest Minnesota Foundation

Order of Saint Benedict - Saint John's
University

Otto Bremer Foundation

Q Foundation

Saint Cloud State University Foundation

Saint Paul Foundation

Southern Minnesota Initiative
Foundation

Southwest Initiative Foundation

University of Minn. School of Public
Health, Center for Leadership
Education in Maternal and Child
Public Health

West Central Initiative

and MFFN's Members

In-Kind Donors and
Supporters

Dads Make a Difference

Douglas County Hospital

Fond du Lac Social Services

Goodwill / Easter Seals

Initiative Foundation

McKnight Foundation

Meeker County Collaborative

Minn. Council of Nonprofits

Minn. Department of Human Services

Minn. Family Support and Recovery
Council

Minn. Org. on Adolescent Pregnancy,
Prevention and Parenting

Northwest Minnesota Foundation

Prevent Child Abuse Minnesota

Riverland College

St. Cloud State University

University of Minnesota Duluth

University of Minnesota Extension

Wilder Foundation

Support MFFN. Make a donation at
www.mnfathers.org/donate.html.
Thank you.

Minnesota Fathers & Families Network m www.mnfathers.org

future, and proj

A testimonial

pra

health professionals, and the
publm MFFN connects th

mong all of u;
famili

common thl t‘d(]
erve fathe

and

trengthen families, prepare for the

omment from a S

el the fatherhood field.”

ate of Minnesota

employee and fatherhood advocate

St. Paul

Lynn Beckard, Mantorville
Bedard, Moorhead

Kathy Carroll, Hill City
Jaci Carufel, St. Paul Karla Drown,
Laurie Casey, Duluth
Kami Castleman, New Ulm
Sara Chovan, Minnetonka
JoAnn Christiansen, New

Marshall

el . Onami
Barbara Lckbuz Sauk
Rapids

y Be 4|\uHr
Ferirn
LeAnne Ber
Michael Bischof
Maisie Bla

Betty Anderson, Cloguet
Anonymous, Belle Plaine
, Bemidji
, Bex
. Bl
. Chi

or
St. Paul

anis Buchheit,
Al Budde, Cente

am

Jennifer Bs

Jenny Barta, Cloquet

Keith Bartholomaus, Wi
n B P

n, Mpls.
R

Ulm
John Christianson, Mpls.
Tarryl Clark, St. Cloud
Susan Clark Harris, Aitkin
Brandon Clokey, Duluth
Judy Comnick, Duluth
Jim Contois, Center City
Maureen Conw St. Paul
Amy Conzemius, Chaska
Diane Cragoe, New Ulm

ly Crawford, St. Paul
-y Crawford-Boyle, Mpls
Jo Czaplewski, Fridley
Sara Dahlquist, Monticello
Becky Dale, Saint Paul
Chris Daniel, Madison, WI
Amy Danielson, Shakopee
Jaci David, Grand qud:
Jimmie Davis, Mpl
Kelly Davis, St. Paul
Tyrone Davis, Mpls.
Kirsten Dawson, Mounds

Jeff DeBrobander, St. Cloud
Roberta Decker, Cass Lake
Amy DeLap, Warren

Peter DeLong, Mpls,
Michelle Delwiche, Glencoe
Linda Derks, St. Paul
Janelle DeSmith, Brainerd

Charles Dixon, Mpls.
Ira Dixon, Mpls,

Elizabeth Dodge, Center City
Joy Dolan, Madison

Jane Ellison, Sauk Rapids
Lisa Engbrecht, Milaca
Steve Exbes, St. Paul
Donald Eubanks, St. Paul
Doriscile Everett-O'Neal,
Mpls

Christa Evert, Moorhead
Jackie Feuerhelm, Madison
Debbie Fields, Brainerd
Elizabeth Fields

Linda Fifield, Eden Prairie
Laura Filzen, New Ulm
Debra Fisher, Virginia
Amy Fitzgerald, St. Louis
Park

Tom Fitzpatrick, St. Paul
Grace Forbord, Brainerd
Jean Frederick, Excelsior
Julie Fredrickson, Duluth
Andrew Freeberg, Mpls.

Erica Fricke, Mpls.

ica Friton, New Ulm
Blanca Garcia, Albert Lea
Tsrael Garcia, Mpls.

Gean Garland, Virginia
Colleen Gengler, Worthington
Randy Genrich, Mpls.

Jum r Gentry, Milwaukee,
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Elias Getabecha, Mpls.
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Lynn Goerdt, Duluth
Kristi Gordon, Duluth
Sandra Grecinger, Duluth
John Greenham, Duluth

LaRone Greer, Buffalo

Ryan Gr namia

Rel Gulstad, Mpls
Molly Gushulak, Grand
Rapids

John Haack, Rogers

Rich Hacker, Rochester

J. Michael Hall, Fort Worth,

Lance Handy, St. Paul

Jon Harper, Crystal

Robin Hauge, Rosemount
Emilyn Haugen, Fergus Falls
Jill Hausman, St. Paul

Jan Hayne, St. Paul

Tyrel Hegland, Moorhead
Carol Heimsoth, Bemidji
Stacy Helget, New Ulm

Kim Hemberger, Crookston
Kimberly Hemiller, St. Cloud
Carol Heuberger, Brainerd
Paula Hoffman, Pine City
Cindy Hoglund, Rochester
Kathleen Holthaus, Elk River
John Hoover, $t. Cloud

Julie Hoppe, St. Cloud

Paul Houdek, Saint Paul
Kelly Howe, Morris

Andy Dul
Lyle Tron Moccasin, Mpls
John Jackson, Mpls.
Thomas James, Cokato
Jenna Jarnot, St. Cloud
Shelly Jarnot, Sauk Rapids
Jennifer Jaros, Lonsdale
Jessica Jennings, Brainerd
Judy Jensen, Hutchinson
Karen Jentz, Melrose
Michael Jerpbak, Rochester

2008 Individual Donors and Members =

Lynda Dropik, St. Paul

Kathie Johanneck, Red Lake
Falls

Julia Johnsen, Mpls.

Carole Johnson,
Woodbury

Christine Johnson, Mpls.
Connie Johnson, Apple Valley
Dan Johnson, Mpls.

Jean Johnson, Windom

Joan Johnson, Pequot Lakes
Kirkland Johnson, Mpls.

Lee Johnson, New Ulm
Leola Johnson, St. Paul
Lowell Johnson, Fort

Johnson, Alexandria
Sue Johnson, Sauk Rapids
Steve Johnson, St. Paul
Charlie Jones, Mpls.
Robert Jones, Mpls.

Rodney Jones, Mpls.
Thornton Jones, Mpls.
Teresa Jonson, New Ulm
Nancy Jost, Fergus Falls
Denise Joswiak, Mendota
Heights

Martina Juvera-Paul, Saint
Cloud

Jared Kainz, Fairmont
Lynda Katzung, Mpls
Linda Kaufmann, Little Falls
Cindy Kellett, Cloquet

Gar Kellom, Collegeville
Joe Kelly, St. Paul
Nathan Kesti, Duluth
Alesha Ketter, Brainerd
Anita Keyes, St. Paul
David Kicke, Foley

Judy Kilgore, Eagan
Christopher Kilmartin,
Fredencksburg VA

Cath Glenwood
Cheryl Km.hner. St. Paul
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Advancing the Cause

Robert Klanderud, Mpls.
Elizabeth Kleiter, St. Paul
Julie Klier, Moorhead

John Klinke, Red Lake

Lisa Klotzbach, Rochester
Nathan Knutson, Moose Lake
Sandi Koop, New Ulm

Joan Koski

Brad Kramer, Hutchinson
Molly Kramer, St. Cloud

Pat Krauth, St. Paul

Kimberly Kretschmer, Hudson,
Wi

Aaron LaPlante, Fargo

April Larson, Alexandria
Traci Laughlin, Saginaw
Diane Leaders, New York Mills
Colleen LeBlanc, Fort Ripley
Tou Lee, Mounds View

Joyce Lester, Maplewood
Cheryl Letson, Mpls.

Trina Levin, St. Paul

Paula Lind, Bemidji

Rose Linder, Mora

Amanda Lindstrom, Moorhead
David Lipps, Montevideo
Angie Lockwood, Crookston
Lori Lofrano, St. Cloud

Shoua Lor, Maplewood

Barb Ludvigson, Madison
Sara Madsen, Redwood Falls
Diana Maetzold, Sauk Rapids
Dana Mahoney, Mpls.

Curtis Marshall, Milwaukee
Marianne Marshall, Two
Harbors

Barb Martin, Detroit Lakes
Nicole Martin, Mpls.

Hector Matascastillo, Mpls.
Ellie McCann, Moorhead
Christine McConkey, Mpls.
Donna McDonald, Anoka
Susan MeGarthwaite, Oakdale
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Darin McGowan
Matthew McKay, Rochester
Pay McLain, Eden Prairie
Greg McMoore, Mpls.
Belinda Merschman, B:
Denise Merschman,
Lake

Aaron Milgrom, Mpls.
Linda Miller, §

Dana Mitchell, St. Paul

Mary Lee Moberg, Little Falls
Shanna Moke, Mpls.
Muskadee Montano, Duluth
Joanne Mooney, St. Pau
Colin Moore, St. Paul

Patrick Morley, St. Paul
Denyse Morrow, Rochester
Bryan Nelson, Mpls.

Lynn Nesland, New York
Mills

Zoe Nicholie, St. Paul

Loren Niehoff, Melrose

Don Nikkola, Mpls.

Nancy Norbie, Willmar
Larry Oberg, Eagle Bend
Alane O'Bryan, Virginia
fichael Obsatz, Golden
Valley

Catrice O'Neal, Maplewood
Tom O'Neill, Mpls.

Stephen Onell, Vadnais
Heights

Aurea Osgood, Winona
Carmen Otero, Mpls.

Jennifer Paananen, Brainerd
Glen Palm, St. Cloud
Aileen Paluck, Dickinson
Marcie Parker, Excelsior
Dale Parks, Brainerd
Stephanie Patnode, Pillager
Mary Patton, Elk River

Lois Paulson, St. Cloud

Gail Peavey, Balsam Lake,
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Julie Pennertz, Saint Cloud
Carey Perry, Hinckley
Deonta Perry, Otsego

Mikki Peterick, Milaca
Bruce Peterson, Mpls.

Curt Peterson, Mpls.
Dawn Peterson, Elk River
Debra Peterson, Brooklyn
Center

Naomi Peterson, Montevideo
Ruth Peterson, Grand Rapids

Katie Pickett
Ann Ploetz, St. Paul

Mark Ponsolle, St. Paul
Albert Pooley, Mesa, AZ
Meghan Porter, Lac du
Flambeau, WI

Jeffrey Postuma, St. Louis
Park

Tony Price, Randolph

Dan Reed, Duluth

Sarah Reese, Crookston
Tamy Reese, Morris
Janice Renner, Park Rapids

Liz Richards, St. Paul
Brigid Riley, St. Paul
Catherine Rinaldo, Mpls
Marilyn Rivkin, St. Paul
Pat Robinson, St. Cloud
Steve Roecklein, Mpls.

Melissa Rossiter, Mpls.
Melissa Rossow, St. Paul
Robin Rothfork, Sauk Rapids
Stacy Rudnick, Mpls.
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Mollie Rushmeyer, St. Cloud
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Enrique Soto, Long Prairie
Kevin Spading, Mounds View
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Our Mission
The Minnesota Fathers & Familie
Network enhances healthy father-
child relationships by promoting

initiatives that inform public policy

and further develop the field of

statewide.

Minnesota

Fathers
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