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Goal of this session:
To foster a realistic understanding of what it takes to be a good parent, in terms of both tasks 


and financial support.


Snapshot of this session:
Session 6


Check-in ..............................................................................................................................  5 minutes


Video clip ...........................................................................................................................  3-5 minutes


Class discussion (video) ..............................................................................................  5-10 minutes


Class activity: (Whose Job Is It?).................................................................................  20-25 minutes


Class discussion: (Count the Money)........................................................................  15-20 minutes


Research report-back:...................................................................................................  5-10 minutes


Preparing to teach this session: 
Cue up the video for the sixth session. Make enough copies of the two handouts, Whose Job is 


It? and Count the Money, to distribute to the whole class. You will only need one or two copies 


of the Child Descriptions: Cut the sheet along the lines to make a set of cards. As you will see 


from the instruction for Whose Job is It?, the class will be divided into couples. There are eight 


child descriptions, so one set of cards will work for a class of 16 (eight couples) or fewer. 


You may want to take the time to work through the math problem in Count the Money in 


advance. The exercise is an important part of the whole curriculum: to teach how much it 


costs, in real dollars, to be a non-custodial parent. 


Background for this session:
If the court has ordered the non-custodial parent to make child support payments and has 


also ordered that the custodial parent must allow certain visitation rights, both parents are 


obligated to comply with the order. If one parent fails to honor his or her obligation, that does 


NOT entitle the other parent to violate another part of the order. Either parent who does not 


comply is subject to contempt of court.


Plan for the session:
Show the video. 
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Video:
p.a.p.a. Program Video segment #6:


Clips:	 Teen parents are finding out that their social lives have changed. They 


can’t afford to do the things they used to like to do. They discuss the 


financial responsibility of raising a child.


When the non-custodial parent has a new job and is making more money, the custodial parent 


may want to modify the court order to receive a higher amount of monthly child support. What 


do the students think of this? What if the non-custodial parent was making less money and 


he/she filed a modification to pay a lesser amount of support?


Child support and visitation are two separate issues. The Office of the Attorney General does 


not represent either parent in custody or visitation issues.


Example: Say the mother has custody and the father must pay child support. 


If he fails to make a payment, that does not allow her to deny visitation. Or, if 


she denies visitation, that doesn’t mean he can refuse to pay. If either parent 


violates the order, the court may decide what action is appropriate.


Limit this discussion to conserve time. They may not think the law is fair. Just be sure they 


understand how it is and move on. Divide the remainder of the class between Whose Job Is It? 


and Count the Money.


Class Activity:
Whose Job Is It? Distribute the handout, Whose Job Is It? and go over some of the key tasks 


that the parents will need to perform at each stage of a child’s development. Emphasize that 


while there is a lot of hard, unpleasant work involved, children are also lots of fun. Encourage 


the participants to visualize themselves having to take care of a child and encourage them to 


evaluate their own readiness for parenthood. Talk about the fact that it is much easier to raise 


and care for a child with two actively involved parents.


Group the participants into boy-girl pairs. Do not pair actual couples with each other. Have 


each couple draw one of the child description cards from a hat. They should then divide up 


the tasks, taking turns marking off chores until all are spoken for. Talk about negotiation 


and allow the participants to negotiate compromises. For example, she can agree to always 


change diapers, if he agrees to always take out the diaper pail.


Once the pairs have marked off all of the tasks, have them identify the ones that they would 


have a hard time with or would not enjoy doing. Remind the participants that their child would 


need to have all of these things done, regardless of whether the parents enjoyed doing them 


or needed help. 


page 
26


p
.a


.p
.a


.:
  


p
ar


en
ti


n
g 


an
d


 p
at


er
n


it
y 


aw
ar


en
es


s 
 2


 0
 0


 9








Class Activity:
Count the Money. Start the second half of the class by explaining that if a child’s parents sepa-


rate, one of them will be awarded custody of the child and the other will be required by the court 


to provide financial support in an amount proportional to the non-custodial parent’s income.


Explain that in Texas, we follow state child support guidelines when calculating the amount of 


child support owed by an individual non-custodial parent. These guidelines are expressed in per-


centages of net income. First explain the difference between gross and net income and earnings 


before and after deductions. You may want to allow volunteer answers until the correct answers 


are given and understood by everyone. Write the definition of net income on the board.


NET INCOME:  Earnings after all taxes and other mandatory deductions.


Figuring net income. Ask for a volunteer to come to the board (you may want to assure the 


volunteer that the class will help). Explain how to figure net income from hourly wage.


HOURLY WAGE X 40 hours = GROSS WEEKLY INCOME


Ask the volunteer to figure on the board the gross weekly income for a person who makes 


$7.25 per hour. Make sure the final figure ($290) is clearly labeled as follows:


$7.25 x 40 = $290 gross weekly income 


Now have the volunteer figure out the gross annual income by multiplying by 52 (weeks per 


year):


$290 x 52 = $15,080 gross annual income


Divide by 12 to figure out gross monthly income.


$15,080 ÷ 12 = $1,256.67 gross monthly income


Now the volunteer can add up the standard deductions, which are Social Security, Income 


Tax,  Medicare Tax, union dues and expenses for health care coverage for the child. For this 


example, the amounts are:


	 $ 	 77.91 	 Social Security tax (6.2% of gross)


		  18.22 	 Medicare Tax (1.45%)


		  52.75 	 Federal Income Tax, one dependent 


	 $ 	148.88	 Total Monthly Deductions
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Now the class can figure net monthly income by subtracting total monthly deductions from 


gross monthly income, as follows:


	      $	1,256.67


	   – $   	148.88


                             	      $1,107.79


The volunteer can sit down. Distribute the Count the Money handout to the seated group. Call 


attention to the guidelines on the handout:


1 Child = 20% of net income


2 Children = 25%


3 Children = 30%


4 Children = 35%


5 Children or more = 40%


Have the class count off 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, etc. The number you call out is the number of chil-


dren you have to support. Using the net monthly income on the board, figure your child support 


obligation for the number of children you have. Wait a few minutes, then ask for the answers:


$221.56 for one child


$276.95 for two children


$332.34 for three children


$387.73 for four children


$443.12 for five children


Note that the percentages above apply if all the children have the same two parents. If a non-


custodial parent has children with more than one other parent, a multi-family guideline will be 


used. The child support will be more if you have children by different partners. For example, 


for three children with the same parent, you would pay 30% of net income; for 3 children with 


different parents, you would pay 20% for the child under the first order, 17.5% for the child 


under the second order, and 16% for the child under the third order, for a total of 53.5%. The 


non-custodial parent could request to go back to court and modify the first order to lower the 


monthly payment.


Workbook: 
Assign pages 19-22 as homework. Allow a report-back from last week’s researchers on what 


hourly wage a parent would be likely to make and have the class enter that information on page 


22, to be used in doing the workbook assignment. 
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Newborn to One Year Old (Infants)


______  Helping deliver the baby 


______  Changing the baby’s diaper 


______  Feeding the baby with a bottle 


______  Getting up at night to care for the baby 


______  Cleaning up after the baby spits up on you 


______  Taking care of the baby when you are sick 


______  Figuring out what is wrong with a crying baby 


______  Handling a baby who won’t let you put her down because she is afraid of strangers 


______  Dressing the baby 


______  Playing with the baby 


______  Taking the baby to the doctor or medical clinic 


One to Three Years Old (Toddlers)


______  Teaching your child new words and sentences 


______  Dealing with temper tantrums 


______  Toilet teaching/training 


______ 	 Playing with your child 


______  Reading to your child 


______  Handling your child when he hits or bites 


______  Dealing with “messes” at mealtime 


______  Dealing with problem behaviors (for example, when your child demands your attention constantly, 


won’t share, says no to everything, etc.) 


______  Changing the house to make it safe for your curious child 


______  Dealing with your child’s expression of emotions, including anger, rage, fear and sadness 


Three to Five Years Old (Preschoolers)


______  Dealing with your child’s jealousy 


______  Answering questions about sexuality/body parts 


______  Taking care of a sick child 


______  Dealing with your child’s fears, such as nightmares about monsters 


______  Finding a preschool for your child 


______  Working as a volunteer in your child’s school 


______  Keeping your child safe from strangers 
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______  Teaching your child right from wrong 


______  Cooking for your child 


______  Bathing your child 


______  Dealing with a child who lies 


______  Dealing with bed wetting 


______  Helping your child learn to read 


______  Teaching your child a sports skill, such as throwing or catching a ball 


______  Having birthday parties for your child 


Six to 10 Years Old (School-Age)


______  Selecting a school for your child’s first grade 


______  Helping your child with homework 


______  Attending PTA meetings 


______  Disciplining a child for inappropriate behavior, such as stealing, disobeying in school, etc. 


______  Teaching your child values 


______  Giving your child chores around the house 


______  Taking your child shopping for clothes and toys 


______  Playing sports with your son 


______  Playing sports with your daughter 


______  Dealing with your child’s feelings, including sadness, anxiety, anger, etc. 


______  Stimulating your child’s intellect 


______  Monitoring what your child reads, watches on television, listens to on the radio, searches on the Internet, etc. 


______  Taking your child on school/family outings 


______  Becoming a baseball coach or troop leader 


______  Teaching your child the facts of life 


______  Encouraging your child’s independence 


______  Teaching your child about his or her cultural heritage 
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Meredith - Six months old


Meredith loves playing hide-and-seek. She likes to watch 


herself in the mirror. She has learned to pass things 


from one hand to the other, clap her hands together and 


reach for her toys. She has started to eat some cereal 


and fruit, but she still mostly drinks from a bottle. She 


still wakes up in the middle of the night.


Elisa - One year old


Elisa has started walking, but she still prefers crawl-


ing because it is faster. She can say a few words like 


“Mama” and “Dada.” She likes playing with toys and has 


definite favorites. She will only go to sleep at night if 


her daddy rubs her tummy. She can pretty much eat on 


her own, but she still uses her fingers and makes a big 


mess. She has some new teeth growing in, which can 


make her cranky.


Adam - Two years old


Adam is almost potty trained, but he still has acci-


dents every once in a while. He still wears a diaper at 


night just in case. He sits at the table in a booster seat 


and eats with his parents, but he is still pretty messy. 


Adam has entered the “terrible twos” and likes to say 


“NO” a lot just because he can. He is very curious and 


gets into everything.


David - Three Years Old


David goes to pre-school each morning. He can count to 


10 and say his ABCs. He knows most of his colors and 


shapes. He is very creative and likes to paint and color. 


He likes to watch “Sesame Street” and can sing along 


with the songs. While David isn’t in the “terrible twos” 


anymore, he is still stubborn and occasionally has tem-


per tantrums when he doesn’t get his way.


Garrett - Four years old


Garrett loves to watch “Blues Clues” and play with his 


new puppy, but sometimes the puppy scares him when 


they are playing. He likes to look at books and pretend 


he can read. He really likes to have his mother read 


stories to him at bedtime. Garrett is attending “Head 


Start” and can’t wait to go to kindergarten. Sometimes 


he gets in trouble at pre-school for fighting with other 


kids because he doesn’t want to share his toys.


Barbara - Five years old


Barbara likes to be called “Barbie,” just like her favorite 


toy, and she won’t answer to anything else. Barbie is 


becoming more independent. She can do things like dress 


herself and make her bed in the morning. She started kin-


dergarten this fall but is having some trouble with learn-


ing her numbers and ABCs. As a result, getting her to go 


to school each day can be difficult. Barbie has a new baby 


brother, and she likes to help take care of him.


Dylan - Six years old


Dylan loves school, playing baseball and collecting bugs. 


Sometimes he puts bugs in his little sister’s bed to 


scare her. Dylan is a big help at home. He can set and 


clear the table at meals. He wants to tag along after his 


older brother, but isn’t always allowed to. He complains 


that his mother still treats him like a baby. 


Jackie - Seven years old


Jackie doesn’t like school and hates to read. Getting 


her to do homework each night is difficult. She would 


rather watch TV or play with her dolls. Jackie is very 


good artist and likes to draw and paint. She has lots 


of friends and likes to go on sleep-overs. She wants to 


wear makeup and dress like Britney Spears and gets 


mad when her mother won’t let her.


✁








STATE CHILD SUPPORT GUIDELINES:


If you are a non-custodial parent, you pay:


	 ONE CHILD			   = 20% OF NET INCOME


	 TWO CHILDREN			   = 25%


	 THREE CHILDREN			   = 30%


	 FOUR CHILDREN			   = 35%


	 FIVE OR MORE CHILDREN		  = 40%


The above percentages apply to children with the same custodial parent, and the judge may deviate from the 


guidelines in special circumstances. If you have had children with more than one partner, a different calcula-


tion is used, so the parent will be paying more than if the children lived in one household.


CALCULATING CHILD SUPPORT AMOUNTS


Example: $7.25 hourly wage, one child


GROSS WEEKLY INCOME 	 MULTIPLY the hourly wage by 40


GROSS ANNUAL INCOME 	 MULTIPLY gross weekly income by 52


GROSS MONTHLY INCOME	 DIVIDE gross annual income by 12


DEDUCTIONS:		  ADD the following:	


	 $	 77.91 	 (Soc Security) 6.2% of gross monthly


			  18.22 	 (Medicare)  1.45% of gross monthly 


	 	 52.75	 (Federal Income Tax-FICA)


				    Total Monthly Taxes


NET MONTHLY INCOME		 SUBTRACT Taxes from Income


	 $____ 	 Gross Monthly Income


	  —     _ ___ 	 Total Monthly Taxes


	 _____ 	 Net Monthly Income


CHILD SUPPORT AMOUNT	 MULTIPLY Net Monthly Income by the appropriate percentage from the guidelines at 


the top of the page.
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